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INTRODUCTION 


It is a great personal pleasure and privilege for me to 
welcome the appearance of this brief 'History' of Rotary in 
Bexhill. The international and other inter--Club contacts 
are very important, but, as in most things, the real work is 
done in the immediate locality by the local Club and its 
members. 


Bexhill Club - as a reading of this booklet well shows 


has been able to indicate its vitality and zeal in Rotary 
service through a succession of excellent Rotarians, many of 
them, I am glad to say, still with us. 

We hope the 'History' will find a welcome among our 
Rotarians old and new for many years to come. For Past- 
President Hugh and his friends, by this document, should 
inspire us all of today and tomorrow in Bexhill Rotary Club 
to match by our service the devotion and the determination 


of our predecessors in Rotary here. 


NORMAN BIRNIE 


President - 1979/80 


FOREWORD 


In producing this History which I trust will be found 
informative, sometimes amusing and perhaps a somewhat too 
brief account of Rotary affairs in Bexhill, I must record my 
thanks particularly to Past Presidents Freddie Clare and 
Peter Evenden who undertook a considerable amount of research 
some years earlier and who kindly put their findings at my 
disposal. Official records and minute books were lost or 
destroyed during the Second World War and the History of 
Bexhill Rotary Club, prior to that time, has been gleaned 
from past Members' effects, some senior Members' memories and 
from extracts taken from the Bexhill-on-Sea Observer. 

fhe History is intended to be published and to coincide 
with Rotary's 75th Anniversary and it is hoped that this small 
contribution to the celebrations will be a useful souvenir of 


the occasion. 


Past President HUGH MAYNARD 


March 1980 


GENESIS 


It was a Sunday morning early in 1923 when it all 
started. In those days Rotary was beginning to spread all 
over the country and, at 'The Dove Cot' in Wickham Avenue, 
Cecil Sewell and Frank Bending met to discuss whether Bexhill 
should be in or out of this new Movement. They opted for ‘in' 
and there followed a short period of great activity .. and 
those two were rarely inactive .. whilst possible members were 
short listed, visited and given the information which they 
wanted about the new concept. Names on that list include some 
which even now, fifty seven years on, are familiar to most 
Bexhillians. Ralph Burstow (who was to become the new Club's 
first Secretary), Jack Maynard, Tommy Austin, Walter Longley, 
Jack Mummery. The full list is recorded in the Appendix to 
this History. 

So it was, therefore, that on the 12th March 1925, in the 
Devonshire Hotel, the inaugural luncheon was held. Those 
attending included the Mayor of Bexhill, Cllr. Colonel R. Gibb, 
the Chairman of the new District 112 Bob Wearing, President 
Edward Strange of the Tunbridge Wells Club and Rotarian Colonel 


John Langham who was Secretary of the Hastings Rotary Club. 


There can be no doubt that much of the inspiration to 
form the Bexhill Club came from Tunbridge Wells whose President 
was business partner and lifelong friend of Frank Bending, one 
of the two instigators. 

After lunch the District Chairman spoke first on the 
subject of Rotary and its aims. At that time there was a 
Rotary Motto .. 'Service above self ~- he profits most who serves 
best'. This, the District Chairman chose to sum up in one word 
‘unselfishness', and, to quote, "Rotarians are not out to 
please themselves but to help the other fellow..." He said 
Rotary was a brotherhood which he likened to an arch .. "as you 
know the stones are only useful as they lie close together" and 
he concluded that Rotarians became useful because the movement 
draws them close together in fellowship and so they can 
withstand great strain as a corporate whole. 

President Frank, following this speech and having thanked 
the District Chairman for his remarks, commented upon the aptness 
of his nigdia eunneiaiie having in mind the close association 
with building of some of those on the top table. He then 
proceeded to move the proposition which called the Club into 
being. This was seconded by Cecil Sewell and a speech in support 


of the motion was made by the Town Clerk Mr. S. J. Taylor. 


The motion was, of course, carried unanimously. Frank Bending 
and Cecil Sewell were then appointed as the first Vice 
Presidents of the Club. 

All in all a memorable occasion and, at 2.35 p.m. on that 
bright but rather chilly day the members of the Bexhill Rotary 
Club left the Devonshire for the first time. Three of those 
Rotarians, Frank Bending, Walter Longley and Jack Maynard were 
already the fathers of future Presidents of the Club they had 
just formed and another, Bert Heather, was godfather to one of 
the Presidents of the first fifty years. 

It is significant that Vice Presidents only were elected. 
It was the intention of the new Club to invite Mr. Stapylton~ 
Smith to be the first President and it was only when this proved 
not to be possible that Frank Bending was elected to the 
Presidential Chair. Strangely, the other Vice President could 
not take on the task when his turn came. He was, by then, 
Mayor of Bexhill and even he did not think that he could serve 
in both offices in the same year. 

Little seems to be recorded about the presentation of the 
Charter. It is known that it was given to the Club on the 
18th July 1923 but by whom and on what occasion seems to be a 


mystery. 


It is of interest to note, however, that although the 
Bexhill Club was the 1,500th chartered in Rotary International, 
it was well in the forefront locally. In 1920 there were no 
Rotary Clubs in Kent or Sussex. The Margate Club was the 
first, formed in May 1921, and Tunbridge Wells followed in 
December 1921. In 1922 East Sussex saw its first Clubs in 
Hastings and Eastbourne and in that year No. 3 District (which 
embraced London, fifteen other counties, the Isle of Wight and 
the Channel Islands) was divided into five areas. Kent, Sussex 
and Surrey became known as Aréa 2 and this became District 112 
in 1923. Clubs in this district which share the 1924 foundation 
year with Bexhill are Bromley, Chatham and Folkestone. 

An interesting relic, still jealously guarded, is that 
under the terms of the Charter, the Club was to meet fortnightly. 
It is believed that, in common with Hastings and Margate Clubs, 
Bexhill is one of the very few Clubs in the world meeting 


fortnightly? 


1923 =. 1999 


There is no doubt that the new Rotary Club took itself 
seriously from the beginning, starting promptly to live up to 
its motto ‘service above self’. 

In retrospect it is interesting to note that some of the 
matters to which it turned its attention were singular to the 
times and were matters of social concern now catered for by 
the Welfare State, whilst on the other hand there seem to be a 
number of the ‘hardy annuals' to which we still give our 
attention after fifty years have passed. 

Almost immediately after it was formed the Club directed 
its efforts to the subject of further education. This was a 
time when education, and especially further education, was not 
provided by the State on the scale now accepted as normal. 

The Club decided to pay the fees of selected promising 

scholars to continue their education in the Secondary School as 
it was then known. They also paid fees and arranged transport 
of selected pupils to special courses and evening classes 
arranged by the Hastings Education Committee. This was only 
part of the work however, because the Club formed its Boys' 


Work Committee and between 1923 and 1937 over a hundred boys 


were placed for technical training by the Club and it is said 
that in every case, as a result of specialised training for 
which the Club made itself responsible, the boys made a mark in 
their career in industry. In the late 1920s when unemployment 
was severe, the Club inaugurated a Spend for Employment campaign 
seeking the help of the public to provide local employment by 
having various jobs such as gardening, decoration, repairs etc 
carried out. 

It appears that they took their Vocational Service almost 
too seriously at first. Frank Bending is on record as saying that, 
from the very start, the Rotary Club had tried to promote in 
the business community in the town those high ideals of service 
in business practice which was so essentially one of the main 
objects of the movement. He added, to quote, “of course it 
cannot be denied among the frivolous that those ideals had the 
effect of rather enveloping Rotary members with an atmosphere 
of saintliness". In the early days of the movement an effort 
to obviate that sort of thing was made in a suggestion that every 
member of a Rotary Club should be elected and sent there by his 
own trade association who would well be able to judge whether he 
was a saint or not. This proved to be an impracticable idea, 


especially in Bexhill which was a non-industrial town. 


Frank gave it as his opinion that the next best method of 
debunking any idea of that saintliness was the formation of 
the Womens Wheel of Service and he said...."I want to suggest 
that one of their finest efforts was to bring down to earth 
the members of the Club from the cloudy eminence of those 
jdeals which were inclined to wrap some of them up". 

Whilst all this Vocational Service was going on however, 
the other committees of the Club were not asleep. 

From the beginning the members of the Rotary Club were 
aware that even in 1923, there were a number of Charitable 
organisations in the town - all working independently. It 

was realised that co-ordination of these varying offers of 
help would be sensible (and perhaps this still obtains fifty 
years later) and thus a Central Aid Committee was established 
comprising representatives of all charitable organisations in 
the Borough. Once established the Committee met regularly 
and over the years has continued its work under the present 
title of Council of Social Services ~ upon which committee a 
member of the Rotary Club still sits. 

Reference was made earlier to the formation of the Womens 
Wheel of Service. Realising the assistance that ladies could 


give to the activities of Rotary, the Rotary Club assisted the 


inauguration, in April 1924, of the Womens Wheel of Service 
and their Charter was presented in early 1925. This "Inner 
Wheel" as the movement is now known was one of the very first 
Inner Wheel Clubs to be formed and established in Great 
Britain. Their history must be the subject of another 
publication but suffice it to say here that the efforts and 
work undertaken by the members of the Inner Wheel has been 
monumental and of the highest order. 

In 1925 the Rotary Club formed a body of members who were 
prepared to be called upon at any hour to transport people to 
hospital in an emergency. It must be remembered that our own 
Bexhill Hospital was not then in existence and transporting 
sick people to Hastings by car must have been a memorable 
experience: Convalescent people requiring transport to 
hospitals were similarly catered for and this tradition still 
exists. In addition to the Hospital Car Service run 
independently, Rotarians still transport blind people and 
infirm people to social events and the like. During the mid 
twenties, the Kotary Club was active in providing white walking 
sticks for blind persons. 

Bexhill town held an annual Horse Show and a Regatta in 


those days and Bexhill Rotary Club assisted with the organisation 


of both events - and still continues so to do. 

Mention was made earlier of the Bexhill Hospital. The 
hospital was built, established and was opened on 13th May, 
1933. The Rotary Club was very active in the raising of funds 
by the organisation of whist drives, and dances held in the 
Sydenham Cafe ~- now demolished - which stood on the corner of 
Sea Road and Cantelupe Road. T.J. Austin represented the 
Club on the Hospital Management Committee. "Pip" Clare, 
Chairman of the Inner Wheel Club in its 50th year, was one of 
the three original Sisters at the opening of the hospital. 
Jack Maynard was Architect for the Nurses Home and, later, 
for the Out-Patients Department which was added in 1937. 

No Rotary year would be complete without the traditional 
Ladies Night and as a comparison with present day trends in 
gastronomic delights, the following menu was offered in 1929 
on 24rd January at the Granville Hotel under the Presidency of 


Jack Mummery - 


Hors D'Oeuvres 
Consomme Xavier 
Soles Colbert 
Braised Fillets of Beef Madeira Sauce 
Cauliflowers Brussel. Sprouts 
Roast and Boiled Potatoes 
Asparagus and Melted Butter 
Roast Pheasant Game Chips 
Salad in Season 
Vanilla Cream Ice and 
Fruit Salad and Cream 
Coffee 


The matters dealt with by the Club between 1930 and 1939 
are really astonishing. In 19450, Carol Concerts at Christmas 
were held for charitable purposes and in the same year an 
extensive survey of visitors to the town ascertained their 
opinion of the town of Bexhill. The result of the survey seems 
to have become mislaid and one can read into that as one likes: 
1931 saw the introduction of meetings of International visitors 
and Overseas students and the Club organised frequent lunches 
in order to foster the spirit of international service and 
understanding. This was furthered in 1941 by the start of 
correspondence between overseas Rotary Clubs and valuable 
contact was made with Clubs in Australia, New 4ealand and the 


United States of America. 
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At home the Club was responsible for the formation of a 
committee of Safety First which was later to become the Road 
Safety Committee and for many years under the chairmanship of 
Harry Ward - President of the Club in 1961. 

On this theme the vexed question of sea pollution was 
investigated and later, in 1956 and 1937, Freddie Clare - 
President of the Club in 1958 - assisted a Mr. Hughes in his 
investigations. Mr. Hughes had been Medical Officer of Health 
at Newport, Monmouthshire. His researches involved taking 
samples of sea water, and water courses, making maps of outfalls 
etc. The solemn conclusion reached was that the sewage outfall 
at Galley Hill was a source of pollution which he considered 
"frightful" and it was recommended that a sewage disposal plant 
be constructed at Crowhurst. The matter is still under 
consideration. A later member and President of the Club in 
1952 was Dr. Richard Toleman, Medical Officer of Health to the 
Bexhill Borough Council. He, too, came under fire about sea 
pollution. He declared the sea to be sewage polluted but that 
the pollution was not harmful. Swimmers are still not 
convinced. 

In 1935 traffic problems were beginning to become evident 


(what would those members have thought of today's problems) 
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and the Rotary Club made frequent representations to the 
Council on this subject. In 1936 a vigorous campaign led to 
the improvement of the floral displays in our parks and in 

1937 a campaign was launched to clean up the streets of 
Bexhill - streets apparently strewn with litter. The sea front 
also came under attack with the result that improvements were 
made to "make it more beautiful". In 1938 proposals for 
inaugurating a musical festival enjoyed some success and there 
was also a proposal for holding a local boys' Summer Camp. 

During this period members were taking active part in 
personal service and assisted residents in many different 
directions. But the threat of war was looming over the country 
and the Rotary Club was to play a magnificent role in the 
terrible years which were to lie ahead. 

But before the Declaration, Rotary became heavily involved 
in supporting the construction of a new Sports Centre on Bexhill 
Down. In July 19359 the Bexhill-on-Sea Observer reported 
“Bexhill goes to the Great Fair - Four Days Show on the Down - 
Public Support Rotary Club's Enterprise". Hight months' hard 
work culminated in President Bill Gunn welcoming the Mayor 
Alderman W.N. Cuthbert and inviting him to open the Fair. 


Enough money (£405) was raised to furnish the Sports Centre 


12 


and the project was pronounced a huge success. It was 
reported that the fair had to close down at 10.30 pem. on 
Friday night to comply with the black-out regulations - that 
night being the one chosen for a massive A.R.P. exercise. It 
is perhaps worth quoting from the Observer in respect of the 
exercise "As the great majority of Bexhillians are usually 
indoors by eleven o'clock......--and probably most of them in 
bed this A.R.P. trial will involve no departure from ordinary 


ebat and. custome oiee scies oe aicie''s 
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THE 1939/1945 WAR 


Upon the outbreak of war and at the request of the Mayor - 
Alderman W.N. Cuthbert - Rotary took complete charge of 
entertainment, provision of sports equipment and comforts for 
all the many thousands of troops stationed in the area. 
Alderman Cuthbert wrote to the War Office asking that Stanley 
Courtenay (President 1940 and 1941) be released from his 
commitment to go to Bombay as a reserve officer, to stay in 
Bexhill to organise the entertainment for the troops. 
Fortunately for everybody the request was granted. 

A stick of three high explosive bombs fell from a JU88 
early one morning in 1940, one of which fell upon the rear of 
the stage of the De La Warr Pavilion. The Borough Surveyor 
said that, as a result of the severe damage, the Pavilion must 
remain out of action for the duration of the war. Stanley 
Courtenay exerted his considerable charm and a great deal of 
pressure and said "No". As a result, Stanley persuaded the 
Mayor and Borough Surveyor to build up the damaged proscenium 
opening and to create a new stage forward thereof. The 
De La Warr Pavilion was ready to become the focus of major 


activity over the coming years. Dances were held every Saturday 
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night and among the members of visiting dance bands was one, 
Spike Milligan, who has referred in happy terms to those days 
in his hilarious writings. 

The W.V.S. supplied refreshments under the Chairmanship 
of the indefatigable Mrs. Joyce Alexander (later Mayor and 
Freeman of the Borough and M.B.E.). This activity alone raised 
about One Thousand Pounds towards sports equipment for the 
troops. kotary also assisted in the running of a British 
Restaurant organised by Mrs. Hugh Williams. 

Troops were provided with sporting equipment, cricket and 
football leagues were organised and trophies obtained. Members 
paid regular visits to outlying searchlight stations and gun 
emplacements. Parties were run and concerts provided for 
children and the Club generally helped keep local morale at 
high level. No history would be complete without mentioning 
the name of Tom Gardner (President in 1942 and 1943 and later 
in 1963 and R.I.R. District 112 in 1949 ~ 50) who partnered 
Stanley Courtenay in all the complex work of those years. 
Inspired by the Rotary Club's activities the townspeople of 
Bexhill purchased two cottages on the Limpfield estate for 
disabled men of the Merchant Navy. 


The Club also inaugurated a unique arrangement in that on 
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the first Sunday of every month, Rotary held a non 
denominational Church service in the De La Warr Pavilion and 
known as "Absent Friends Service". Details of the service and 
address given were printed and sent in the form of a newsletter 
each month to every known Bexhillian serving in His Majesty's 
Forces at home and overseas and even to Prison Camps. These 
were well received. In addition, of course, members 
individually served the war effort in one way or another in 

the Observer Corps, A.R.P., Police or Home Guard. 

During the war various "weeks" were held to aid War 
Savings, war weapons etc. and the members of the Club were 
actively engaged in those efforts. 

Because of dangerous conditions and heavy work load in 
1940, regular club luncheons were held monthly but by 1941 


the regular routine of luncheons had been resumed. 
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21st BIRTHDAY 


The Bexhill Club came “of age", and on May 14th, 1944 a 
supper party was held in the Granville Hotel with Tom Gardner 
in the Chair. A fully representative gathering was present 
to hear the speeches and also to honour the outstanding service 
to Rotary by Alva Butler (assistant Hon. Secretary) and to 
Mrs. Arthur Whicher (Hon. Secretary of the Inner Wheel Club) 


both of whom had held office for seventeen years. 
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1945 to 1980 


At the conclusion of hostilities, the Club began rebuilding 
its membership with members returning from wartime to peace 
time duties. In 1946 the Club launched its first "offspring", 
the Club of Heathfield and Waldron and here again Stanley 
Courtenay's name was to the forefront in the organisation. 

In 1948 Bexhill and Gouda Club in Holland made their 
official contact. The Gouda contact was initially made by 
Bernard Jansen (President 1938) during the war years. But it 
lapsed and started in earnest in 1948 and has thrived ever since. 
A photograph of the party clearly shows Past Presidents Freddie 
Clare, Gordon Davis and Ronnie Phelps with their wives led by 
St. John Secciari who was President that year. 

In 1950 District 112 held the annual conference at the 
De La Warr Pavilion. This was the first time the Club had been 
so honoured and Tom Gardner was District Chairman and R.I.R. 
in the Chair. All Contact Clubs joined the conference and it 
is noted that ladies carrying the many national flags paraded 
with National Anthems playing. It is recorded that there were 
tears in the eyes of the French and Dutch contingents - it was 


a very emotional event ~ one of the first since the war. 
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It was considered that if any justification for having Contact 
Clubs was needed, the 1950 conference confirmed it. 

The Sackville Hotel was the conference headquarters hotel 
and the weekend was voted a great success. I1t is recorded that 
the address given by the Reverend Morton-George, Pastor of the 
Methodist Church, on that Sunday morning in 1950 was remembered 
and referred to by a Dutch Rotarian at the District Conference 
twenty three years later. 

Activities continued for several years with service projects 
being well supported. 

It was in 1955 in February that the next major event took 
place. The Rotary Movement celebrated its Golden Jubilee and 
to mark the occasion President Gordon L. Davis held a civic 
Rotary luncheon at the Granville Hotel and presented to the Mayor, 
Councillor Mrs. Joyce Alexander, a "Diary of Events" to be 
positioned to the West of the main entrance doors of the 
De La Warr Pavilion. President Gordon Davis is quoted as saying 
he hoped that the diary would help to prevent the unfortunate 
clashes of dates which were always occurring among organisations 
in the town - a sentiment echoed by Mrs. Alexander. Later, 
President Gordon Davis, accompanied by Randall Pearson, Tom 


Gardner, Fred Clare and their wives ("Pip Clare was then 
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President of Bexhill Inner Wheel) attended a service at 
Canterbury Cathedral when the District held a service in the 
nave to mark the Golden Jubilee. 

In 1956 Randall Pearson gave up his post as Honorary 
Secretary and Wally West took over the job, a post he was to 
hold very successfully until 1963 when he became the Club's 
very first Second Vice President. He succeeded to the Chair 
in 1965. 

1957 saw a series of "Firsts". By kind permission of 
"Reg" Larkin (President in 1967), the first barbecue was held 
in the grounds of Woodsgate Place and that was a members only 
eccasion. The first Bexhill Safe Driving Rally was organised - 
and held on East Parade. This was a combined operation between 
Bexhill Road Safety Committee and the Rotary Club. In later 
years the site was moved to West Parade. The year was a busy 
one because a contingent of our Gouda Contact Club were to 
visit Bexhill from 3rd to 9th June 1958. Apart from hospitality 
received in members' homes, a mayoral reception and official 
luncheon, the principle event was a visit to Windsor Castle, 
Hampton Court and Kew which together with lunch and dinner was 
budgeted to cost approximately 2.00 per head. A Presidential 


dinner and dance at the Grand Hotel, Eastbourne finished the 
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week in a memorable fashion. The entire itinerary and 
programme for the week was produced in Dutch for our Rotary 
friends. A measure of the success of the week is recorded in 
the official report "it will perhaps suffice to say that the 
visitors were very willing to join any party which was going 
and that the social life of Bexhill took, for a week, an 
unusually gay and lighthearted form". 

In September 1958 the second Safe Driving Rally took place 
and on November 27th there was a meeting of members of Bexhill, 
Battle and Hastings Clubs with their wives at the Sackville 
Hotel to hear a talk from District Chairman Ron Proudler on 
his second visit to the United States of America to attend the 
Rotary Convention. 

In 1959 the first of a series of Donkey Derby Race Meetings 
was organised and these continued for a further four years and 
succeeded in raising a considerable sum of money for charitable 
purposes. The final Donkey Derby in 1964 was held in torrential 
rain and I can well remember Dan Kessick's triumphant claim on 
the Pluvius Policy which made no small contribution to the day's 
profits: 1959 also saw Past President Alderman Jack Baker 
elected Mayor of the Borough of Bexhill. ‘The first of a series 


of Car Treasure Hunts was organised during the year, it being 
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recorded in Rotary News that Bexhill Club beat Bexhill Round 
Table by a narrow margin. 

4960 marked the start of a venture the success of which is 
superlative. On February 2nd a luncheon meeting was organised 
and all known past Rotarians were invited with a view to looking 
into the possibility of forming a Past Rotarians Club. Under 
the Presidency of Paddy Huggard the Club assisted in the creation 
of an interim committee and Dudley Beck was elected Chairman. 
From that meeting the Club of Past Rotarians rapidly grew into 
the thriving organisation it is today and the Bexhill Rotary 
Club honours the President of the Past Rotarians Club for the 
time being with Honorary Membership. Thus the present and past 
are united in the ideals of the service. 

In May 1960 a return visit to Gouda was memorable and the 
hospitality lavish. In later years both Clubs agreed that inter- 
Club visits must be on a more moderate scale, the emphasis being 
on family hospitality. 

It was in 1960 that Frank Roy Bending was elected President 
of the Club. Roy's father, Alderman F.R. Bending, was the Club's 
founder President in 1923. Other 'Father and Son' Presidents 
have been T.J. Austin and R.N. Austin - 1933/1945, 


J.E. Maynard and J.H. Maynard ~ 1929/1973. 
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In addition Founder Member W.T. Longley's sons Peter and Derry 
have kept the family tradition going, Peter Longley being Club 
President in 1966. And Founder Member H.G. Heather's godson 
is Peter Evenden, President in 1964. 

1961 saw the second successful barbecue at Woodsgate 
Place, this time joined by members of the Round Table and 
41 Club. It is recorded that "an adventurous menu of chicken, 
sausages and barbecue sauce was prepared by Peter Evenden and 
Hugh Maynard and their wives - the relish with which the fare 
was consumed being some small compensation to their hot and 
arduous task"'". The same team with many other helpers in later 
years provided hot dogs - with or without onions - at the Annual 
Carnival festivities in Polegrove - timber and coke fuel 
eventually being superceded by Calor gas! Records show that an 
an average afternoon's sale included 1500 sausages, 4000 hamburgers 
and 300 pounds of onions. 

A new project at Sedlescombe in Sussex had been completed 
in the form of the Pestalozzi International Village. On 23rd 
July 1961 a large contingent paid an official visit to the 
village designed by Sir Hugh Casson and, at the time of the 
visit, still in an early phase of completion. 


In 1962, the Gouda Club returned to Bexhill for a week in 
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Mey amc a sore informal programme was organised for the greater 
pert of the week. However the party enjoyed a visit to Kew 
Gardens, a trip down the river by water bus and then dinner in 
the House of Commons at the invitation of our Member 

Mr. Bryant Godman-Irvine. It is noted that the following day 
am inspection of Eastbourne's Star Brewery (with samples) was 
enjoyed but there is no record of our visitors' comments! 

Later in the Rotary year the first Careers Convention at 
Bexhill Grammar School for Boys became the forerunner of a 
number of similar Careers Conventions or Exhibitions at other 
schools in the district and which were considered to be well 
received by the students. 

1963 was the 40th Birthday year of the Bexhill Club and 
the occasion was marked on July 23rd by a special meeting at — 
which two of the Founder Members, Walter Longley and Jack 
Mummery, were present. A birthday cake was presented with 
the compliments of the Catering Department of the De La Warr 
Pavilion. 

Tom Gardner was again President in 1964 and he suggested 
that the International Service Committee examine the 
possibilities of a second Contact Club. The examination took 


longer than might have been imagined and it was in March 1966 


2 


that a preliminary visit to Douai Sud was made by a party of 
six Rotarians to join them at lunch. Such was the hospitality 
both during the luncheon and for many hours afterwards that 
the Contact was firmly established, and has blossomed since. 

& meeting between Bexhill, Gouda and Douai Sud Clubs was 

later arranged, but, in the meantime, several members of the 
Dowai Sud Club visited Bexhill in April 1966 and in May 
sixteen members and their wives visited Douai to join in 

their Charter Celebration. Champagne flowed and a very good 
time was enjoyed by all. 

The year of 1966 was memorable for at least two other 
eccasions. First, Her Majesty the Queen paid an official visit 
to Bexhill and eight members of the Rotary Club were presented 
to Her Majesty. Second, Past President Jack Baker was elected 
Mayor of the Borough for the third time. 

1968 saw the formation of the Bexhill Interact Club - 
mow sadly defunct. President Bernard Wilton, on 20th September, 
presented the Charter to the Chairman of the Interact Club, 
Jeremy Maynard, elder son of a club member and grandson of one 
of the Founder Members. The 1967 Community Service Committee 
had originated the proposed Interact Club with the generous 


co-operation of the Rotary Club of Isle of Sheppey. Based upon 
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Modern School, whose Headmaster Colin 


mt in 1976) gave energetic support to the 
the Committee, Bill McFarlane. Twenty boys 
ir Charter night which was attended by civic 
— and representatives of District 112. 


r inter Club visits with Douai took place with a 


ing at Le Touquet airport in October 1968 and earlier, 

: : i: joint meeting with Gouda and Douai Clubs at Ostend - 

ad by President Reg Larkin as "a unique occasion in 
history", and which was, as far as was known, the first 
that a British Club had held an ordinary meeting on 

ign soil. 

_ In 1968 the Community Services Committee conducted a survey 


ef members and "what they do with their time". The findings - 
resulting from an extensive questionnaire is perhaps worth 

_ recording and is extracted from the Club Bulletin as follows : 
| "There is another aspect of this question to which the 

= Supplement gives no attention. This is the question - "What 
do we do with our time?" If one makes certain assumptions for 
the sake of simplicity - viz that the average active Rotarian 
will work at his business 40 hours per week throughout the 


year and "make up" the time lost in holidays and will average 
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8 hours sleep per day - then there remain 154 days which he 
can call his "spare time". 
How do we spend this "spare time''? Even if you take, 
for purposes of illustration, the average number of hours 
spent by those who indulge in the activities covered by the 
survey and eliminate the nil returns one finds that, on average 


this "spare time" is devoted as follows : 


Rotary 1.1% 
Cultural activites 1.6 
Vocational Service 1.8% 
Semi-official posts 1.2% 
Community Service 2.1% 
Sport 320% 
Watching television 17 0% 
Unaccounted time fate motes 


One accepts that some of the 71.5% of unaccounted time is taken 
up by eating, shaving, travelling and perhaps, even washing up, 
but who would believe that these chores take up nearly 24 times 
as — of our free hours as, for example, our golfing or 
Sailing::: Somehow one wonders whether we take full advantage 
of our lives - assuming a life span of 70 years - a rough 
calculation will show that over 21 years are "lost time''. 


WHAT DO YOU DO WITH OVER ONE THIRD OF YOUR LIFE? 
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+ *RemaNED. 

The three of our 'sample' who are serving members of a 
Local Authority are eliminated from these figures as they 
represent a very small minority and, in any event, only one 
of these is 'active' in business." 

Reg Larkin commemorated his year of office by presenting 
a large mobile display unit for visiting Club banners, the 
original and full Presidents' Collar and similar items. This 
was much admired and was copied for further banners by 
President John Lewis in 1977 - making a handsome pair. 

1969 will be well remembered as the year when President 
George Coombs organised a massive Auction Sale to raise funds 
for new kitchen facilities for the W.V.S. (later the W.R.V.S.) 
headquarters for Meals on Wheels in Buckhurst Road. 
Approximately One Thousand Five Hundred Pounds was raised and 
there followed an argument by the Authorities concerned as to 
the type of equipment to be purchased. It is not for this 
History to comment on the wisdom of the Authorities' final 
decision. 

Full Rotary activities continued for the next few years 
until 1973 when Bexhill Club celebrated its Golden Anniversary. 


The President for the year was Hugh Maynard, son of Founder 
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Member Jack Maynard, and his desire for the year to be one of 
happiness and good fun was well satisfied. 

On 18th July a grand champagne buffet supper Dance and 
Cabaret was held in the Main Hall of the De La Warr Pavilion. 
Both Contact Clubs sent a large contingent of representatives 
(Douai arriving 24 hours earlier than expected!), guests from 
District and from neighbouring Clubs and the Local Authority 
set a glittering scene. Ladies' Night at the Grand Hotel, 
Eastbourne was similarly a splendid affair in March 1974. 

However, the needs of others were not forgotten and the 
local Sea Scouts benefited from the substantial profits 
arising from an amateur variety show called appropriately 
"The Bexidoo". Local talent - old and very young - blossomed 
and this original idea was copied in succeeding years by other 
organisations. 

The Golden Jubilee year coincided with the 50th year in 
Rotary of Ernest Ruffhead whose category was Gas Service and 
who had joined the Bexhill Club after leaving his original 
Club of Darlington. 

Sporting activities of Bexhill Rotary Club, since the 
war, have included Bowls, Golf, Sailing and, recently, 


sponsored Swimming and Walking. Annual competitions are held 
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with local Clubs, the Chamber of Commerce, Past Rotarians 

and many more. In particular an annual golf match against 
Worthing Kotary Club has become rather a 'needle'' match, 
Bexhill Club managing to win on but a few occasions! 
individually members seem heavily involved with the many 
sporting facilities offered by the town and there is a thriving 
Bridge group meeting regularly and playing against neiyvhbouring 
clubs with some measure of success. 

Records do not seem to indicate that Rotarians as a Club 
unit took part in many sporting activities although, as 
previously recorded, sporting activities received wholehearted 
support. 

The work of the Club continues in a happy and worthwhile 
story of Service to others and perhaps this History can end by 
recording the start in 1977 of the Club's annual Gourmet 
Evenings described by the organising members as "an evening of 
gastronomic delight". The inner man and woman have been well 
satisfied by lavish meals prepared by and for members of the 


Club and, hopefully, this will continue. 


INTO THE EIGHTIES 

in fifty seven years, Bexhill Rotary Club has witnessed 
Many changes in the life and style of the town which it 
serves. The Club has moved with the times and present members 
hope that their Founder Members would have been proud of the 
Club's achievements and that those hopes and aspirations in 
the hectic days in 1923 when the Club was created have been 
fully justified. 

Rotary must continue to thrive and the youth of our 
community will be the Rotarians of tomorrow if we can continue 


to show them that Rotary can serve today. 
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H. W. MAYCOCK 


GEO. SEXTON 


F. L. HUBBARD 


W. J. SARGENT 


H. N. SUTER 


E. GRAY 


A. G. WELLS 


wW. T. LONGLEY 


R. C. GIBB 


FOUNDER MEMBERS 


President: F. B. BENDING 
Vice-President: R. C. SEWELL 
Secretary: R. H. BURSTOW 


Treasurer: F. A. SCOIT 


J. P. MUMMERY 


WHICHER 


AUSTIN 


HEATHER 


MAYNARD 


WIMSHURST 


EXLEY 


TAYLOR 


HAMPTON 


STAPLYTON-SMITH 


BENDING, F.B. 
do. 
BURSTOW, R.H. 
HUBBARD, F.L. 
MADELEY, H.J. 
MUMMERY, J.P. 
MAYNARD, J.-E. 

SEXTON, G. 
JONES, T.F. 
WEBBER, P. 
AUSTIN, T.J. 


HUMPHREYS, L.G. 


WHEATLEY, E.A. 
FOSTER, G.E.J. 
MARCHANT, T.E. 
JANSEN, H.B. 
GUN, W. 


COURTENAY, S.W. 


do. 
GARDNER, A.E. 

do. 
MARWOOD, F.C. 
AUSTIN, R.N. 
WOODFINE, G. 
TURPIN, L.C. 


SECHIARI, St. J.G.A. 


MARCHANT, J.P. 
RUFFHEAD, R.G. 


PAST PRESIDENTS 


1925 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1950 
1931 
1932 
1937 
1934 
955 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1992 
41940 
1944 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 


JONES, T.F. 
TOLEMAN, R.J. 
CLARKSTONE, F.L. 
DAVIS, G.L. 

BAKER, J. 

PHELPS, H.R. 
WOODFINE, G. 
CLARE, F.W. 
HUGGARD, A.W. 
BENDING, F.R. 
WARD, H.H. 
WILLIAMS, A.H. 
GARDNER, A.E. 
EVENDEN, P.H. 
WEST, W. 

LONGLEY, P.J., J.P. 
LARKIN, R.A. 
WILTON, B., O.B.E. 
COOMBS, G.C. 

GRAY, L.F., E.R.D. 
MEAD, R.H. 
GRIFFITH, D.R. 
MAYNARD, J.-H. 
KIMBER, D.R. 
TYLER, J-B., M.C. 
EVANS, C.B. 

LEWIS, J.F. 

BOUGH, A.H. 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 


BACON, R.F. 
BELL, B.k. 
BIRNIE, N. 
BOUGH, A.H. 
BRITTEN, C.H. 
BROCKHURST, J.R. 
BUTTERFIELD, J.K. 
CAPALDI, C. 
CHAPLIN, F.L. 
CLARE, F.W. 
CLARKE, R.W. 
COOMBES, G. 
EVANS, C.B. 
EVENDEN, P.H. 
FREEMAN, W.A. 
GRAY, L.F. 
HIGGINS, J.A. 
HODGE, P. 
KNIGHT, J E. 
LARKIN, R.A. 
LAST, D.J.T. 
LEWIS, J.F. 
LONGLEY, E.W. 
LONGLEY, P.J. 
MAYNARD, J.H. 


MEMBERS 


MEAD, R.H. 
MORTIMER, &.E. 
MORTON, A.d. 
ORRINGE, J.R. 
PAXTON, J. 
PHELPS, H.R. 
ROBINSON, M.K. 
ROCHE, W.B.G. 
ROGERS, J.G. 
SHARPE, R.M. 
SIMMONS ,D.R. 
SIMS, A.F.H. 
STONES, L. 
TYLER, J.B. 
VINER, G. 
VINER, M. 
WAKEFORD J.G. 
WALTER, K.F. 
WEST, W.S. 
WICKS, M.M. 
WILFORD, J.C.N. 
WOODFINE, G. 
WOOLF, J.L. 
YEARWOOD, T.G. 


